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Dear Fellow Servants, 

     Our Lord loves to birth dreams and visions in us that He desires to bring to pass in our lives. 

Often, these precious revelations are for a time far off in the future. Such was the case for the 

patriarch, Joseph, so of Jacob. Remember him? He had those dreams about his brothers and 

parents bowing down to him. It seemed like nonsense to his family, and he was treated quite 

disdainfully because of them. You can read all about Joseph’s incredible life, and how God 

used him mightily, in Genesis 37, 38-50. Let’s focus on a critical, two-fold lesson that Joseph 

learned from the Lord in this whole process. It is something we can glean from for ourselves, 

and it is found in Psalm 105:19: 

“Until the time that his word came to pass, 

The word of the LORD tested him.” 

     Yes, Joseph was given these incredible dreams, but God’s plan and purpose was not 

immediate for him. Rather, Joseph was to go through the crucible of refinement until the 

opportune time for God’s plan should unfold. We see that in the way God cared for His people 

in Egypt during the 7-year famine. Let’s look at the two key words I have underlined above. 

     The word for “time” means ‘proper time; season.’ It implies not the convenience of the 

season, but the necessity of the task at hand whether the time provides a good, convenient 

opportunity or not. We need to understand that God’s timing may be quite different from ours. 

WE may think that God is taking a long time to do something, when in actual fact He is right on 

schedule. This requires patience and faith. It is through faith and patience that we inherit God’s 

promises (see Hebrews 6:12). Joseph had his dream, but the fulfillment of it came much, much 

later in God’s time. 

     The second key word, “tested”, is a word commonly used to describe the process of refining 

metals through purging with fire. The word was also used in the story of Gideon in Judges 7:4 to 

determine who was qualified for battle. Our moral character is forged through suffering, as 

describe so well in Psalm 66:10-12. Joseph was indeed tested – many times, in fact. God’s 

great plans do not come easily nor automatically. However, having come through these times 

of testing we are ready for the Lord to truly use us when His time is right. The entanglements of 

the world and the flesh need to be stripped away in order for the unadulterated workings of our 

Saviour to have their full impact. The process is difficult, but the results are worth the price that 

needs to be paid. 

     So, let’s learn from Joseph and submit to the Lord’s rigorous working in our lives to prepare us 

for the day of battle. There is so much He wants to do in us and through us, but we must be 

willing to take the tough tests and pass them first before being promoted to the next level.  

 

Your fellow servant, 

 

 

Pastor Brian 


