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About the author … 

Doug grew up in a fairly traditional church environment.  He was confirmed as a member of the church
when he was 14 years old and in his first year of High School; but within 6 months he became an atheist.
So, as he often says in jest, he was quite literally a confirmed atheist—that is, until two friends introduced 
him to Christ in his final year of High School.

He was ordained in 1985, and has served churches in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Ontario.  Along 

the way, God blessed him with two daughters and one grandson, all of whom he loves very much.

Doug freely admits that his conversion was at first quite intellectual.  The mind was converted; but the 
heart took a really long time to catch up.  It has been said that the moment of our conversion begins the 
process of evangelizing the unbelieving parts of the believer's heart.  Doug suggests that he is living proof 
that this process can take a long time, and he freely acknowledges that he still has a long way to go.  He 
longs for the day when all the hardness in his heart is removed and all that remains is a pure and holy love 
for His Saviour and His Lord.

Doug longs to see the Christian Church truly come alive.  He sees the extraordinary poverty that exists 
in most churches—not a poverty of finances; but a poverty of spirit.  We so often do all the right things 
and miss the point of it all.  And all too often, when God begins to show us deeper levels of faith, we 

become so excited about the newness of the life that we’re experiencing in Christ that we stop searching 
and camp on the lower ranges of the mountains.  But in fact God wants us to keep climbing in His 
strength and by His Spirit until we hit the peak.  

Doug has a passion for inductive Bible Study.  He has discovered the power of using ordinary observation 
skills to study the Bible, and he has discovered the depths of understanding that can emerge when one 
takes those ordinary, everyday observation skills and hones them under the tutelage of the Holy Spirit.  It 
is this passion that he brings to these Daily Bible Studies.  He invites you now to join him in discovering 
the hidden treasures that really aren't so hidden if one takes the time to uncover them.   Along the way, he 
hopes that you yourself will grow in your ability to study the Bible for all it's worth!
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A word about this particular Bible Study series … 
I’m always interested in receiving feedback on these Bible Studies.  What worked for you?  What 

didn’t?  How could it be improved?

A very good friend of mine took me up on the offer some time back.  She commented that some of 

the questions I ask feel very basic.  I believe her exact words were “like Sunday School”.

In light of her comment (and the high likelihood that others may feel the same way), I thought it 

would be helpful to include an explanation of why those “very basic” questions are so important.

First, let’s talk about bricklayers.

If you want to build a brick wall, you have to begin at the bottom of the wall, and the care that you 

take on the very first layer of the wall will determine the quality of the whole wall.  If you work hard 

to ensure that the first layer of bricks is dead level, and take the same care on every other layer, 

you’ll end up with a really good wall.  But if you’re not careful with that first layer,—and every 

subsequent layer—you won’t be able to fix the mistakes when you get to the last layer of bricks.

There are four layers involved in a careful, in-depth Bible study.  Like a brick wall, the care 

you take on the first layer determines the quality of the final product of your Bible study.

That first layer is observation.  Sometimes the things that are most obvious are really not 

that obvious.  I’m a photographer.  I notice the small details in my surroundings that others 

sometimes miss.  I see the way the light plays on that clump of mushrooms over there.  I see the 

shadows playing on the leaves, and the curious shapes made by fallen trees.  I’ve often joked that 

photography is great exercise—especially when you’re hiking with a group.  You spend so much 

time looking at and photographing the little details that you’re constantly running to catch up with 

the others!

Just as we can miss the small details on a hike through the forest, we can miss the small details 

that are incredibly meaningful when we’re studying the Bible.  And if we miss those small details, 

our interpretation and application will be lacking as well.

And of course, the same holds true for the second layer of bricks—the interpretation of 

what we’ve read.  We need to think deeply about the real meaning of the passage before 

we can accurately and faithfully apply it.

The third layer begins the process of application.  This is when we sit quietly in the 

presence of the Lord asking Him to show us where we need to apply the truths that we’ve 

just uncovered.  You don’t want to rush this process.  If we take the time to listen to what the 

Lord is saying to us, He’ll put His finger on some areas in our lives that we didn’t even know 

existed.  After all, He knows our hearts better than we do!  That moment of discovery can be 

extraordinarily life-changing!

And the fourth layer is the most critical—the moment of decision.  What are we going to do 

with all that God has been teaching us today.  The moment of decision finalizes the 

application of what you learned when you were so carefully observing and interpreting the 

Word of God.  
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