
 

 

February 2016 
 
Dear Fellow Servants, 
 
     I want to challenge you with something this month. Think about your walk with God right 
now and give yourself a rating between 1-10, with “1” being severe backslider and “10” being 
blood-related to the apostle Paul. Okay, based on what score you gave yourself, how 
comfortable would you be saying what the apostle Paul said in the 1 Corinthians 11:1: 
 

“Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.” 
 

Consider, also, what Paul said in Philippians 4:9: 
 

“The things you have learned and received and seen 
in me, practice these things; and the God of peace 

shall be with you.” 
 
     Depending on where you placed yourself on your self-evaluation, this could be a very 
difficult claim to make. Let’s face it, unless you have a close, intimate walk with the Lord, and 
you are growing in your faith, there is no way you should be telling anyone to “imitate” you. Yet 
here is the apostle Paul, feet of clay and all, making this outrageous assertion. However, it is 
only outrageous if he is like so many of the Christians we see today: worldly, undisciplined, 
sporadic in worship attendance and Bible reading, prayerless, etc. I hope that doesn’t describe 
you! We are called to a high standard, true, but not one that is impossible to hold. What will it 
take for you to get to the point in your life where you can also say with Paul, “Imitate me”? Let 
me even push the envelope a little further. How badly do you desire to be able to say this? Is 
the Christian life important enough and valuable enough that you would desire others to walk in 
it, too? 
     We have come through the first month of the year already and time is moving along quickly. 
How is your relationship with Lord so far in 2016? Have you reached the “imitate me” stage or 
is there some room for improvement? Let me encourage you to pray and ask the Lord for help, 
and also lean on the wonderful promise of Philippians 4:13: 
 

“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 
 

Your fellow servant, 
 
Pastor Brian 

 


