
 

 

November 2015 
 
Dear Fellow Servants, 
 
     Are you familiar with the well-known phrase, “Don’t sweat the small stuff”? 
Basically, it means that we should not get all hot and bothered about minor issues, 
allowing them to interfere with matters that are more important in our lives and could 
be deemed more worthy of our time and attention. I do agree with this principle, for 
the most part, but I would like to challenge you today on the other side of this issue. 
There are times, I believe, we should sweat the small stuff. Let’s consider 2 passages 
from Scripture. The first one is Song of Songs 2:15: 
 

“Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the 
Vineyards, our vineyards that are in bloom.” 

 
     In an agrarian society like the one in Bible times, a vineyard was a man’s livelihood 
to provide for his household. He would protect his property with a fence to keep 
intruders out, both thieves and animals that could damage the vines. However, smaller 
foxes could slip underneath the fence and get into the vineyard. They would chew on 
the lower part of the vine and kill the plant. They could get in undetected because they 
were so small. Do we sometimes allow little “sins” to go unchecked in our lives, thinking 
it’s no big deal? You know, whether you steal 50 cents or 50 dollars it is still stealing. 
When it comes to ANY sin, we should sweat the small stuff. 
     Consider, also, what Jesus said in Luke 16:10: 
 

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 
With much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also 

Be dishonest with much.” 
 
In the same way that we can be indifferent to small sins that creep into our lives, 
because we think they are no consequence, so also can we disregard smaller 
responsibilities because we think it won’t matter in the end. Sometimes we disdain the 
thought of being asked to help out with the tasks in the church that are hidden, or not 
“up front” thinking we are better than that. I was a bus boy before I was promoted to 
waiter. I led a youth group before I took the pulpit for my pastor. Listen to me: EVERY 
task is important in the church, if it is done unto the Lord. You may be asked to help in 
the nursery, and believe me, I preach way better when I don’t have to do it over the 
cries and wails of a bunch of infants and toddlers! Do you know what else helps people 
hear and respond to my pulpit ministry? It’s when you take the time to smile at people 



 

 

and welcome them at the beginning of the service. A little goes a long way in helping 
people get into the right frame of mind to be able to listen and respond to the 
preaching of God’s Word. 
     There are 2 months left in this year, culminating with the busy Christmas season. I 
would like you to try a little experiment. For the next 2 months I want you to look for 
ways, little ways, that you can be a blessing to someone in the church, at your job, in 
your school, wherever. I believe God wants to test us here at First Baptist Church to see 
if we will pay attention to the little things. Faithfulness in this way leads to a promotion 
to bigger responsibilities. They will add up, too. If all of us committed to making this 
simple adjustment we could be part of a major move of God in our midst. And just 
think, it all starts with “sweating the small stuff!” 
 
Your fellow servant, 
 

Pastor Brian 

 


