
God Gives Second Chances 

The Ministry of Mark and Peter 

Marks gospel is the earliest of the 4 gospel accounts. His information on the life of Jesus came from his 

association with the apostle Peter, whom he began ministry with after his break-up with the apostle 

Paul (see Acts 15:36-41and 1 Peter 5:13) Mark (Also called John) deserted Paul midway through the 

apostles first missionary journey (Acts 13:13). But the Lord had not forgotten about Mark and connected 

him with Peter, a man who was quite familiar with failure, himself. The two men shared ministry 

together and combined to write 3 of the New Testament’s 27 books. Let’s dig in and read them in this 

study! 

Monday, April 6 – Mark 1                                                                                                    
Mark starts his gospel by declaring that the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ was rooted in the 

words if Isaiah the prophet. What does this say about the need to read ALL of scripture. (note: The Old 

Testament is the New Testament concealed; the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed). 

Consider the example of Jesus in vs.35. What can we learn from this? Read vs.40-42 again. Does the 

attitude and response of Jesus encourage you when you come to Him with your needs? 

Tuesday, April 7- Mark 2                                                                                              
What did the 4 men have to do in order to get an audience with Jesus for their lame friend? What does 

that tell us about perseverance when it comes to believing God for a breakthrough? How long did it take 

for Levi (Matthew) to decide to follow Jesus? What holds people back who are invited to follow Christ? 

Wednesday, April 8- Mark 3                                                                                          
Why were the crowds following Jesus? Are we sometimes guilty of trying to make Jesus ‘popular’ 

instead of just presenting Him as the Scripture does? What was Jesus doing on the mountain just before 

He appointed His 12 apostles (compare vs.13 with Luke 6:12)? When Jesus was told that His mother and 

brother were waiting for Him, what astonishing answer did He give? What does that indicate about our 

relationship with Jesus? 

Thursday, April 9- Mark 4                                                                                           
As you read the parable of the 4 types of soil (heart), what are the things that keep you from being that 

“good ground” that produces 30,60, or 100-fold? In vs.24 Jesus said to “carefully consider what you 

hear.” What things should you be eliminating from your life that will not be conducive to growing in 

your faith? When the disciples faced the storm, why did they need to wake up Jesus? Was Jesus okay 

with that or did He expect more from them? 

 



Friday, April 10- Mark 5                                                                                                    
Read vs.16-17 again. Does it seem to you that those people were more concerned about the pigs than 

the demon-possessed man? Is a person’s life worth more than a bunch of pigs? Do you value the 

unsaved people in your life enough to make sacrifices to reach them? The woman with the issue of 

blood risked scorn, rebuke, and utter embarrassment to get to Jesus. What is keeping us from having a 

similar level of faith and passion? 

Saturday, April 11- Mark 6                                                                                               
Why was Jesus unable to do miracles in His own community? What offends people today so as to keep 

them from receiving from the Lord? Read vs. 12-13 again. How come we aren’t seeing very much of 

these types of results today? Shouldn’t we see more results (compare with Hebrew 13:8)? When Jesus 

fed the 5000 (plus women and children), what did he expect from His disciples? Do we sometimes pray 

and then sit back, expecting God to basically do everything? 

Sunday, April 12- Mark 7                                                                                                                     

What did Jesus say was the reason that the Word of God had lost its power and authority in the lives of 

the Pharisees and teachers of the law? What stands out to you about the faith of the Syrophoenician 

woman? Do we sometimes give up too quickly at the first sign of opposition for the things we are asking 

for in prayer? What can we learn from this woman to help us to persevere in our faith?                                                                              

 

Monday, April 13- Mark8                                                                                                                      

Jesus warned about the “yeast/leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees”. In what ways are the standards 

of the world having a negative influence on the church? What can we be doing about that? When Jesus 

healed the blind man, it didn’t happen instantaneously. What can we learn from this as we pray and 

stand in faith for someone’s healing? 

Tuesday, April 14 – Mark 9                                                                                                              
The disciples were unable to cast the spirit out of the boy with the evil spirit. What reason did Jesus give 

for their failure (see vs.29)? Could it be that the reason we see so few breakthroughs in our church is for 

lack of prayer, and at times, also fasting Why does our church struggle to get more than just 10-12 

people out each week for our Wednesday night prayer meeting? What did Jesus identify as the secret to 

success (vs.35)? How is that working for you these days? 

 Wednesday, April 15- Mark 10                                                                             
Was Jesus’ view of divorce fair? What do you think He meant by ’Hardness of Heart’ in vs. 3-6? Read vs. 

15 again. What did Jesus mean by receiving the kingdom of God like a little child? What was this issue in 

the life of the rich young ruler that as keeping him from having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? 

What did the request of James and John indicate about the true condition of their hearts? Could we fall 

prey to the same condition? 



Thursday, April 16- Mark11                                                                                                         

The busy temple and the fig tree with leaves had a similar problem; lots of promise with not actual fruit. 

In what ways might our church be guilty of the same sin? What will Jesus do with churches that are 

fruitless (see vs.20-21)? Read vs. 22-26. What is the correlation between faith, forgiveness, and 

answered prayer? 

 

Friday, April 17- Mark 12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

How is paying our taxes and important part of our Christian witness (see also Romans 13:1-2)? How is 

loving God and loving others a summation of the whole law? Do you struggle with loving certain people 

who may “rub you the wrong way”? How was the widow’s offering the most extravagant of all? What 

hinders us from being extravagant toward God? 

Saturday, April 18- Mark 13                                                                                                                                                                       

In this chapter Jesus spoke extensively about matters and events pertaining to the end times. Is this a 

subject we should concern ourselves with in 2015? The time of Christ’s return is unknown (vs.32), even 

though many cults and sects have claimed they knew this “inside information”. How will you actively put 

vs. 37 into practice? 

Sunday, April 19- Mark 14                                                                                    
Consider the actions of the woman who anointed Jesus with the costly perfume. John’s gospel identifies 

her as Mary, the sister of Lazarus (see John 12:1-8). Read Luke 10:38-42 and consider how Mary’s 

actions reflect the heart of a true worshipper and devoted follower of Jesus. Contrast her actions with 

those of Judas (vs.10-11 and also John 12:4-6). Ask yourself, “In my attitude and actions, do I reflect 

more of Mary, or of Judas?” Read what Jesus asked His disciples in vs. 34. Can He count on you to 

faithfully intercede for others?    

Monday, April 20- Mark 15                                                                                              
Consider the person of Barabbas. What might he have been thinking when he found out he was going to 

be set free because the crowds wanted Jesus to be crucified? Read 1 Peter 2:24 to compare (and also 

Isaiah 53:4-6). What do you think was going through the mind of Simon of Cyiene when he was asked to 

carry Christ’s cross? Why do you think Joseph of Arimathea made such an extravagant offer for Jesus? 

Would you? 

Tuesday, April 21- Mark 16                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The account of Christ’s resurrection is so empowering and fills us with hope in this dark world. Consider 

vs.7. why did Jesus pay special attention to Peter? Read vs. 9. Considering Mary Magdalene’s past, how 

might the message of Christ’s resurrection, and his appearance to her, have affected her? How should it 

affect us? How good of a job are you doing with vs. 15? 

Wednesday, April 22- 1 Peter 1                                                                                                        
Focus closely on vs. 3-5. Do we sometimes lose sight of heaven’s reward because we are bogged down 

too much in the world? How do we “gird up the loins of our mind” as it says in vs. 13? (hint: see Romans 

12:1-2). Do vs.22-25 give you enough reason to spend more time in God’s word? How will you do that?  



Thursday, April 23- 1 Peter 2                                                                                    
Verse 2 talks about “longing for the pure milk of the word”. Do you have enough appetite for the Word 

of God, or are there other things in your life (spiritual junk food) that are choking out you desire to read 

the Bible? Read vs. 12. What are some things you can do to “keep your behaviour excellent among the 

gentiles”?  

Friday, April 24 – 1 Peter 3                                                                                                        

There is some good, sound advice that Peter has here for wives and husbands. Are we seeing this 

portrayed well in the church today, or do you think this is something we should be praying about a lot 

more? How well do you handle ‘suffering’ for the Lord when you are belittled or persecuted for your 

faith? Consider what it says in vs. 18 as encouragement for you in this area. 

 

Saturday, April 25 -1 Peter 4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Does Holy living is essential in order for Christians to be a good witness in the community. Read vs. 3-5 

and ask god to help you in your walk of faith. How is your ‘love walk’ these days (vs.8)? What are some 

things you can do to improve it? Consider also your calling to act hospitably and live out your spiritual 

gifting(s). Again, how can you do better in these important areas? 

Sunday, April 26 - 1Peter 5                                                                                                                   
You may not be a pastor but there are likely people in your life who look up to you for guidance and/or 

leadership. Are the attributes shared by Peter evident in your life? If not, why not? What keeps you from 

fully submitting to God and humbling yourself, as it says in vs.6? What keeps you from casting all your 

cares and worries on God (vs.7)? Finally, vs.13 mentions Mark. God put Peter and Mark together, two 

men who had suffered miserable failures, and used them to advance the gospel. Can He do that for you 

too? 

Monday, April 27- 2 Peter 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Peter’s attitude was to so all he could for the cause of Christ while he was still living (vs.12-15). What are 

you leaving for a legacy of faith in your life? Are you on track with these goals or do you need to ‘start 

cracking’? Why are vs. 20-21 so important to us when we consider the authority of God’s word in our 

lives? Do you really believe this? See also 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Tuesday, April 28 – 2 Peter 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Peter warns us about the myriad of false teachers that will rise up in the last days. We are definitely 

seeing this happen, aren’t we? What is it about the life of Noah that gives us hope and encouragement 

to be able to persevere during these times of testing? See also Genesis 6:9,22 and Genesis 7:5. What is 

the best defense against the infiltration of false teaching (hint: see Psalm 19:7-11) 

Wednesday, April  29 – 2 Peter 3                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Peter concludes his writing by reminding his readers of God’s faithfulness to save and deliver His people, 

regardless of adverse circumstances. Should we be worried about the destruction of the earth, or should 

we trust God who has a divine plan? How does vs. 9 give you a sense of incredible hope as you pray for 

unsaved friends and family (even the toughest nuts to crack!)? There is a final warning for us in vs. 17. 

Are we heeding that warning? 


